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At Earl Warren we believe in parents and teachers
working as a team to help each student reach his/her
potential. We all want the same goal..a successful

middle school experience for your child.

Middle school is one of the first opportunities your
child has to begin learning the skills needed to
become a successful, well-adjusted adult. Having six
different teachers, all with varied teaching styles and
expectations, provides a rich environment to teach
your child effective communication and problem-
solving skills. It is paramount that you teach and
encourage your child to practice respectful
communication and problem-solving skills with
his/her teachers. One of the best ways to teach your
child these skills is through practice. If an issue
presents itself, encourage your child to deal with the
issue on his/her own first. Role-play with your
child, providing feedback when needed. Be sure to
follow up with your child to make sure the issue is

resolved.

If you feel it requires your intervention, keep your
child involved in the process. This provides you with
an excellent opportunity to model effective
communication. Before contacting the teacher,
gather accurate information before placing judgment.
You can empathetically respond to your child’s
feelings while also knowing that more information
may help you to better understand the situation. It is
critical that you do not make assumptions. A
conversation with the teacher will give you a more

complete picture of the situation.

A FEW WAYS TO
CONTACT A TEACHER

SEND AN EMAIL

LEAVE A VOICEMAIL MESSAGE

FOR THE TEACHER. BE SURE TO
INCLUDE THE REASON YOU ARE
CALLING SO THE TEACHER CAN
LEAVE A HELPFUL MESSAGE IF
YOU ARE UNAVAILABLE WHEN

HE/SHE RETURNS YOUR CALL.

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TO
MEET WITH THE TEACHER.
BEFORE THE MEETING, WRITE
DOWN YOUR QUESTIONS SO THE
SHORT TIME YOU ARE THERE IS
AS PRODUCTIVE AS POSSIBLE.
MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD
ATTENDS THE MEETING, EVEN IF
HE/SHE FEELS UNCOMFORTABLE.
THIS IS AN EXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR CHILD
TO SEE EFFECTIVE
COMMUNICATION SKILLS
MODELED. IT IS IMPORTANT
THAT YOUR CHILD HAVE INPUT
INTO THE ISSUES DISCUSSED AND
THE DECISIONS THAT ARE MADE.

Remember that teachers have the success of their students as their first priority.



